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Abstract

The fishermen community is one of the oldest communities in
Bangladesh. They are living on the banks of various rivers,
haors, baors, beels, canals, lakes and the coasts of the Bay of
Bengal. As occupation of this community nurtures and
captures fishes, and supplies those to the local and national
markets. A good number of the local people depend on this
occupation for their livelilhood and they are known as
‘Fishermen Community’. Nowadays there are no free areas for
fishing and, by rules of the government; they have to take lease
for fishing. Sylhet district is rich by its haors, beels, canals,
lakes and rivers. Many fishermen villages are situated in this
district. Eight villages have been selected from Tuker Bazar
Union of Sylhet Sadar Upazila for studying the present socio-
economic conditions of the fishermen community. People
within this community are relatively poor, hard working and
painstaking. Paucity of getting natural fish in above mentioned
sources is considered a great problem nowadays. They have no
capital to take lease of fishing sources by their own and they
are afraid of loosing their credited money to invest in them.
Therefore many of them are withdrawing themselves from
their fishing occupation and migrating in other occupations
like fish selling, vegetables sellings, operating grossery shops,
small vehicles driving, creating nurseries, receiving jobs in
various offices and factories, etc. This type of migration is now
causing extinction from their community occupation.
Fishermen of two villages of the study area have already
quitted their occupation and many people of other villages also
quiting slowly. This denotes their deplorable condition of
combating to stay on their own occupation. The policy makers
should consider the facts revealed in this study.
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