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Abstract

The political aim of the British colonial government was
to continue their rule in India; As a result, they introduced
divide and rule policy. They also had several prejudices to
govern the then Indian Subcontinent. They believed that
the people of this Subcontinent were subsumed only on
the basis of religion, specially the monotheistic and
polytheistic believers. This prejudice reflects in the
population survey that was conducted in India in 1801.
This study attempts to analyze how communalism spread
in India through the British Survey. The study found that
all different types of believers were merged into
ideologically two opposite groups. This merging brought
two opposite unintended consequences i.e. strong
community feelings among different groups and
communalism in the Subcontinent.
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