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(Environmental Impacts of Withdrawal of the Ganges Water at
Farakka on the South-Western Regions of Bangladesh)
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Abstract: The Ganges originates from the Gangotry in the Kaylas rages
of the Himalayas and falls in to the Bay of Bengal through 2250 k. m.
flow of its way. About 2150 k. m. of its total length is in India. Due to
set up of the Barrage Farakka at the upper catchments of the Ganges,
18 k. m. far away from the Bangladesh-India boundary, a severe
environmental degradation occurring in the south-western regions of
Bangladesh. The study shows that due withdrawal of water at the
upstream of Ganges at Farakka a catastrophic disaster is occurring on
the river morphology, salinity intrusion, agriculture, forest,
underground water table in the south-western part of Bangladesh and it
impact on the socio-economic condition, environment as well as the
economic situations of the whole country. The study reveals that the
water flow of the Ganges River is tremendously reducing in dry season
and thalweg line of the river frequently changing its course within the
banks. As a result, the river bed of the Ganges is rising up and water
flow becoming narrow day by day.
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